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Central United Methodist 

Church 
A Reconciling Congregation 

 

 Organized 1810 

 Incorporated 1822 

 Sanctuary 

   Completed 1867 
 

Working for Peace and Justice in Three 

Centuries 
 

First Protestant Congregation in 

Michigan 

 

 
Peace Cranes on Centralôs Xmas tree 

 

 

 

Ministers 

 

Rev. Edwin A Rowe, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Frank Leineke, Associate Pastor 

Dr. Edward Maki-Schramm, 

 Minister of Music 

Bobby Thompson, gospel snger/pianist 

Ange Smith, jazz singer 

Nina Scott, Central Ensemble Director 

 

 

23 E. Adams Ave. at Woodward 

Detroit, MI 48226 

313-965-5422,  

FAX 965-4328 or 309-0422 

 

Website: www.centralumchurch.com 

 

Email:  centralumchurch@yahoo.com 

 

 Great West Window 

http://www.centralumchurch.com/


Beginnings 

 

Detroit was founded in 1701 by Antoine Sieur de 

Cadillac, a Frenchman and for the next hundred 

years it was a Catholic city.  In 1804, just 17 years 

after the Ordinance of 1787 provided territorial 

government for this area, the first Methodist in 

Michigan was delivered to a very small group by an 

elderly circuit rider from Canada, Daniel Freeman, 

who came of his own accord (he wasnôt sent to 

Detroit).  He stayed only a few days and was paid 

only $50/year.  Later that same year another circuit 

rider, Rev. Nathan Bangs visited three times.  Bangs 

would later become a well-known leader in the 

Methodist Church, authoring a history of 

Methodism in the United States and a hymnal.  He 

was not much impressed by Detroit, however, 

calling it, ña most abandoned place.ò  On his third 

visit, only a few ñchildrenò came to hear him 

preach, and they were not much interested in what 

he had to say.  Luckily his sermon was not so long 

that the candles on the altar burned all the way 

down, because some of the children had put 

gunpowder in the candleholders.  Bangs later wrote 

that he ñleft shaking the dust off his feet in 

testament against them.ò No more Circuit Riders 

were sent until 1809, five years later!  

 

 
Rev. Nathan Bangs returns to Detroit in 

2004 for commemoration of his first visit 

200 yrs earlier.  

 

After youths sheared the mane and tail off his horse, 

the next circuit rider, Rev. William Case, 

complained of the difficulty of finding any serious 

people in Detroit.  But he also wrote Bishop Asbury 

that ñsome few were brought under the awakening 

and three or four had found peace in believing and 

expect to join in a society when a minister shall 

again be sent among them.ò  In 1810 the First 

Methodist Society, the first protestant society in the 

Michigan territory, was formed shortly after the 

Rev. William Mitchell arrived.  It had seven 

members. That is the beginning of Central.  From 

the zeal, devotion, and constancy of those first 

seven, the society grew not only Central Church, but 

also all Methodism and indeed all Protestantism in 

Michigan. 

 

The First Meeting Places 

 
First Methodist house of worship in 

Michigan, on banks of the Rouge River. 

 

Worship was in the Council House (near where 

Campus Martius is today) on approval of Territorial 

Governor Lewis Cass. However when the society 

constructed the first Protestant church building in 

Michigan in 1818, the site chosen for the simple log 

structure was the bank of the Rouge River near its 

confluence with the Detroit River, in what is now 

Dearborn.  It was 24ô x 36ô in size.  Circuit Riders 

covered so much territory that services could be 

held only once every three weeks.  By 1820 a 

committee was established to procure a site for a 

Methodist church within the confines of the City of 

Detroit. A few stayed at the log church and founded 

Dearbornôs First Methodist Church. 
 

The Charter 

 

On March 21, 1822, the efforts of the first seven 

culminated in the incorporation of the First 

Methodist Episcopal Society of the City of Detroit, 

under the laws of the Territory of Michigan.   


